Editorials
This issue of the Journal is dedicated to the International Year of the Child. It would be invidious in the extreme to assume that the papers included in this issue are in any way representative of more than a token of the work in Child Psychiatry in Canada, a field which has grown in recent years to the point where special recognition is largely unnecessary. That this is so is a credit to those in the field who have been able to influence practising psychiatrists, particularly educators, that knowledge of Child Psychiatry and close liaison with Child Psychiatrists is vital in all but the most specialized of individual practices. From the point of view of publications, a perusal of the articles published in the Journal in the last year will illustrate this point.
Perhaps the most controversial material pu blished by the Journal in its history was the Position Paper on withholding of treat-From time immemorial a variety of methods, legal or otherwise, have been found to terminate unwanted pregnancies. The controversial issues that have been so vehemently debated in recent years are not new except insofar as they are discussed against a background of contemporary society and in the light of improved medical techniques. The central issue in termination is that of the interests of the woman and her family in society as against the interests of the unborn child, and this dilemma has led to four general points of view; termination has no grounds, has medical or social grounds, or should be freely available at the request of the mother. Pivotal to this discussion is a need to decide whether abortion is permissible, to what extent and under what conditions. ment to newborn retarded children, a position paper adopted by the Board of Directors on October 17,1978 and published in the February 1979 issue of this J ournal. A literal outpouring of opinion from across the country occurred, much of it eventually being printed in the columns of the Journal.
A number of articles about children are contained in this issue, ranging all the way from the unborn to those about to leave childhood and adolescence. The phenomenon of cults and their effects on adolescents and their families is particularly timely and featured.
-Like other "international years" this should be seen as a coming of age, in such a way that this area will continue to get ongoing study and interest, not only by special groups but by psychiatry and society in general.
E.K.
ABORTION AND CHILD ABUSE
The clinical circumstances which confront the medical practitioner are remarkably varied. The patient may be young and unmarried, or the mother of a large family at the end of her tether; she may have been the victim of rape, or seduction under drugs; she may have had a series of sexual affairs with little forethought or self-control; or be a young wife taking every contraceptive precaution to postpone pregnancy. She may have been in contact with an infection or drug that makes her believe the child will be disfigured, or she may pretend that this is so; she may have religious views against abortion or boast of promiscuity, even if she deplores its consequences as "unfair to women"; she may be a career woman, or be mentally subnormal; she may be entirely
